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1. On 14 Octover the Chirese announesd plans to construct z new bridge
scross the Yangtze River at Nanking bteceuse of + increasing demand for
transport north and scuth of the river. Survey and design of the new bridge
has started and construction 1s scheduled to begin next year, The design
and construction werk will be dore by Chinese technisiens. The amount of
work involved on this bridge will be four Lires greater than that of the
Yengtze Bridge at Wuhen.

COMMENT: The north-south reil traffic on the Tiantsin-F'u-k'ou
and Nanking-Shanghai lires is severed at Nanking by the Yangtze River and
in serviced by rail ferries between Plu-kfou and Renking., Construction of
& bridge in the vicinity of Nanking s possible although 4% will need to be
longer end higher than the Wuhan bridge. The start of work on this bridge
indicates ths inereesing capability of Chinals bridze constructors to undep-

take major brid rojocts,
25X1A9a csT.
2, On 15 October Peking announcad that the volume of freight origi-

nated on the highways and waterways of China in September smounted to more

than 64 million tons, an Lnacresse of more then 12 million tons over the
monthly average for the first 6 months of 1958,

COMMENT: If this information is amccursie ths total amount of
freight originated on ths highways and wvaterways during the first 6 months
of 1958 muet have been about 312 million tons., If %he Septenmber trend
continues, between 650 and 700 million tons will be originated Wy ths end
of the year. This totel probably ineludes both moderm and primitive forms
of transport, since modern highway and inland waterway transport combined
originated only 145.6 miliion tors in 1957, It is estimated that more
than 380 million tons of freight will be origineted by the reiliveds in 1958,
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3. According to & Lroadcasi from Shenghai of 29 September, the
construction of the second television station in China wes conrleted there
recontly. Experimental telecasts were scheduled to sturt 1 Octeber.

COMMENT: The other television stetion currently in opersticn fis
located in Peking. A third television station is scheduled to begin operation
at Canton early in 1959,

25X1A%9a oM.

4e A recent offiocisl announcement states tha% electric power nroduetion
for the first three quarters of 1953 amounted to 19,17 hillisn iwh. not
including loeal production. - .

COMMENT: If the present rate is maintained, preducticn il moed
the "leap forward® goal of 27.% billion kwh by the end of the year. Thin
amount will be an ircrease of over 40 percent above 1957 producilon.
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5. A Chinese businossman, travelling in August from Shanghal o Horg
Xong, went by train to Amoy and then by bus to Hong Kong. He reportad dalaya
up to 16 hours on the Amoy reilwsy due to the "iire falling to pleces”.

COMMENT: Although ths poor condition of the newly constructed
line is probably exmgeersted, it is likely thst, before and since August,
extremsly hsevy traffic bas csused severe strain on the permenent wey,
partioularly during the wet ceason now ending. Quite spart from the Quewmoy
sperztions, new rall econstrucztion on the Chang=-p‘ing ~Chuan-choun and Ubang.-
p'ing - lang-yen lines could cause traffic delays due to priority or supply
trains, Overworking and the reported dilapidation of the Amoy line could

be one factor centrituting to extension of %he ceese fire, since the Chiness
eould be experiencing delays in replenishing emmunitlor. end in moving in
replacement gun barrels,
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Agendnt The next regular meeting will be 4 November, at 1400, Room 1125 M,
Current items will be discussed.

Tyo £3lms will be shown on Friday, 14 Novenber, im Bldg. i, at 1400.
One 18 a color £ilm on Tibet and the other a2 recent flm on Nerth
¥oren, Total time: 90 mimutes.
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At the regulsr meeting on 18 November, Mr. I, It will
diseuss the functions of and types of materisls reteined by that

office. 25X1A9a
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